Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2019 


https://archive.org/details/lifeofsaulregerbOOcook 


L 


R 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  01 


^NEAL03V  CO^iSL 


929.2 

R2625c 


214G0S 


o  >- 

P  or 

O  <r 

LU 

— 1 


Q 


O 

O 


o 

o 


r>-\ 

'*••*'*.  .v/ 


-J 

J  Sc 

o  C  j  °? 
o  —  Y 
— 1  — '  >: 

a  G3  5 


Ul 

CD 


— t 

Cl 


o 

u. 


<2.  tu. 


<  t  oa-asr  i ;  >  -et;  tv  <  j  -csv  i  >  <3 


>  >-*» « vec*>  i  .»«>#.<  v-r  a* <  >«e?v-  ( >i 


V  ■««►*»  «r»  (, 


•ixa»y<  >-«ao< 


rn  t  t 

i  HE 


T  t  'n  t- i 


OF 


O  A  *1 

Oil  4 


L-y'  -is _ 4 


T  TQ  I?  O  T?  T> 

s  J  at  3  j  \  J  ICJ  JL  3 


0 


•  «*£>• I  0»  ( ■ 


O 

S~ I 
CD 

V 

o 


pj 


c 

4 

I 

M 

to 

CO 

ro 


l 


BY  JOEL  COOK,  SR 


Allen  County  Public  Library 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 


d^c. 


221460S 


SAUL  REGER 

THE  PIONEER 
1799—1866 


THE  AUTHOR 


JOEL  COOK,  SR. 


This  biography  of  Saul  Reger  was  written  on  my  83rd 
birthday,  April  15,  1930 


SAUL  REGER  THE  PIONEER 

(Mary  Larkin  Cook) 

CD 

He  came  o’er  hills  and  rocks  and  rills 
When  hardships  great  were  rife, 

With  honest  toil  to  till  the  soil 
For  children  and  his  wife, 

He  came  to  where  the  land  was  fair, 

And  worked  with  might  and  main, 

With  children  few  and  good  wife  too, 

He  labored  not  in  vain. 

He  came  to  here,  the  pioneer, 

To  conquer  lands  anew, 

With  stolid  grace  he  took  his  place, 

And  kept  his  goal  in  view. 

But  struggles  grim  were  made  for  him, 

With  toil  his  lot  was  cast. 

When  days  were  blue  he  waded  through 
And  conquered  trials  at  last. 

With  sense  and  health  he  garnered  wealth, 

And  friends  were  his  to  claim, 

He  did  his  share,  was  always  fair, 

Saul  Reger  was  his  name. 

So  here’s  to  him  whose  face  was  grim, 

May  all  his  heirs  e’er  face, 

Their  work  with  might  and  honor  bright 
And  hold  a  worthy  place! 


SAUL  REGER 


O  AUL  REGER  was  born  on  French  Creek,  Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  June 
^  6,  1799,  of  German  parentage.  When  a  small  boy  his  parents  died  leaving  him 
an  orphan.  His  grandmother,  Anna  Susanna  Reger,  took  him  into  her  home,  caring 
for  him  and  rearing  him  to  young  manhood.  This  grandmother  is  the  first  of  the 
Reger  lineage  we  are  able  to  find.  She  was  born  March  10th,  1761,  and  died 
March  20th,  1  S3 5 .  This  is  all  the  information  we  are  able  to  secure  of  her. 
Either  she  or  her  parents  were,  probably,  emigrants  from  Germany.  Saul  Reger 
knew  no  English  and  spoke  the  German  language  only,  until  he  was  about  20 
years  old. 

At  about  20  years  of  age  he  attended  a  camp-meeting  and  there  met  whom 
he  thought  to  be  the  most  beautiful  girl  in  the  world.  Her  name  was  Mariah  E. 
Dobson.  She  was  but  17  years  old.  He  found  that  she  was  a  Christian  girl,  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  meeting.  This  pleased  him  because  he  was  a  Christian  boy 
himself,  and  in  future  years  was  to  become  one  of  the  prominent  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  of  his  community. 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  soon  after  the  camp-meeting  closed,  he  went  to 
her  home  and  formed  a  better  acquaintance  with  her  and  her  parents.  They  were 
soon  married  and  he  took  her  to  his  home  on  French  Creek,  Rockingham  County, 
Virginia.  They  soon  established  a  home  of  their  own. 

The  young  wife  was  born  May  27th,  1802.  She  was  the  daughter  of  George 
Dobson,  who  was  the  son  of  Richard  Dobson.  There  were  other  children  in  her 
father’s  family,  but  she  was  the  only  girl.  Her  parents  were  German  but  spoke 
the  English  language.  As  was  said,  the  young  husband  spoke  the  German  lan¬ 
guage,  and  this  gave  them  an  important  problem  to  settle.  They  considered  it 
carefully,  and  finally  decided  it  wisely.  They  decided  that  since  there  were  no 
German  schools  in  the  community  and  that  the  prevailing  language  of  the  country 
was  English  they  would  adopt  the  English  language  for  their  home.  He  had  no 
education,  so  she  taught  him  English.  He  learned  the  new  language  so  well  that 
he  was  able  to  use  good  English  fluently  in  his  ministry  in  future  years.  The 
young  wife  later  became  a  teacher  in  the  English  schools. 

After  five  children  were  born  to  them,  they  decided  to  go  to  Indiana.  This, 
so  far  as  we  know,  was  about  1  826.  At  this  time  Indiana  was  a  perfect  wilder¬ 
ness.  The  roads  west  were  very  poor.  They  came  in  wagons  over  the  old 
National  road,  part  of  the  wray  at  least.  The  larger  boys  and  men  walked  most 
of  the  distance.  We  know  they  came  through  Eaton,  Ohio.  They  also  came 
through  New  Castle,  Indiana.  On  reaching  a  place  near  Cadiz,  they  became 
discouraged  on  account  of  the  wilderness  and  muddy  roads.  One  of  their  horses 
became  sick  but  did  not  die.  They  turned  around  and  started  back  to  Virginia. 
By  evening  they  had  reached  Flat  Rock,  Indiana,  and  spent  the  night  with  a 
family  at  this  place.  They  found  this  to  be  a  Christian  family  and  liked  them  very 
much.  This  family  insisted  that  they  should  not  return  to  Virginia  until  they 
had  looked  Indiana  over  a  little  more.  They  recommended  that  they  go  to  Pendleton. 
So  they  changed  their  minds  and  came  to  Pendleton.  When  they  saw  the  fine 


country,  they  decided  to  stay  and  make  it  their  home.  The  country  was  covered 
with  fine  timber  of  walnut,  poplar,  etc.,  and  the  soil  was  a  fine  red  sandy  loam. 
There  were  also  an  abundance  of  fine  sugar  maple  trees  and  they  saw  the  prospects 
of  valuable  sugar  camps.  They  were  encouraged  to  buy  farms  and  establish  homes 
in  this  locality. 

Adam  Dobson,  a  brother-in-law  of  Saul  Reger,  was  one  of  the  group.  He 
bought  80  acres  on  a  part  of  which  Pendleton  now  stands.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Indianapolis  to  buy  it  and  make  out  the  papers. 

Saul  Reger  bought  a  half  section  of  land  at  the  intersection  of  the  Brown 
street  road  and  Pendleton-Markleville  pike.  He  made  a  good  selection,  as  the  soil 
was  fertile  and  Lick  Creek,  an  everflowing  stream,  crosses  the  farm.  This  stream 
is  fed  by  springs. 

Saul  and  Mariah  Reger  had  three  more  children  born  to  them,  making  eight 
in  all.  The  names  of  their  children  were  as  follows:  Lorenzo  D.,  Manley,  Susan, 
Anthony,  Virginia,  Saul  Jr.,  Mary  and  Haven.  /  S  £LO  -  /  7?? 

Great  loss  and  sadness  now  came  into  their  home.  The  good  and  faithful 
wife  and  mother  died  when  the  baby  was  but  a  few  days  old.  She  died  March  2nd, 
1844,  and  was  buried  at  the  Busby  Cemetery. 

Saul  Reger  remained  a  widower  for  three  years,  then  married  Miss  Martha 
Busby.  She  was  a  fine  Christian  woman.  She  was  tall  and  slender. 

After  providing  a  good  farm  for  each  of  his  three  boys  remaining  in  this 
county,  he  and  his  new  wife  and  the  small  children  moved  to  Missouri.  To 
them  were  born  five  children,  four  boys  and  one  girl.  They  were  as  follows: 
William,  Phillip,  Lura  Victoria,  John  and  Ora. 

He  was  as  prosperous  in  Missouri  as  he  had  been  in  Indiana,  for  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  July  24th,  1866,  he  owned  1300  acres  of  fine  land  in  Missouri.  The 
nearby  town  of  Reger,  Missouri,  was  named  for  him.  Before  going  to  Missouri" 
he  gave  his  sons,  who  remained  in  Indiana,  land  as  follows:  Anthony,  160  acres; 
Manley,  160  acres;  Lorenzo,  120  acres;  and  bought  80  acres  for  Rev.  Norman, 
allowing  him  to  work  it  out.  These  farms  together  with  his  320  acres  on  Lick 
Creek  and  the  1300  acres  in  Missouri  made  him  the  owner  of  about  2140  acres. 

Some  of  those  prominent  in  the  family  of  Saul  Reger,  living  in  Missouri,  were 
first  of  all,  of  course,  the  wife  and  mother,  Mrs.  Martha  Busby  Reger,  born  July 
17th,  1825,  and  died  June  20th,  1876. 

William  Reger,  the  oldest  child  of  Saul  and  Martha  Reger,  was  born  Oct.  7th, 
1846,  and  died  Oct.  1st,  1917.  He  was  converted  when  25  years  of  age  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  the  father  of  12 
children. 

Phillip  Reger  was  born  Dec.  17,  1848,  and  died  Jan.  9th,  1896.  He  was  the 
father  of  six  children.  He  served  as  Judge  of  the  Court  of  his  county  from  1884 
to  1886.  He  was  also  a  director  of  the  Sullivan  County  Bank. 

John  Reger  was  born  June  27th,  1854.  He  served  a  term  as  County  Recorder 
of  Linn  County.  He  served  four  terms  as  member  of  Brookfield  City  Council 
and  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  National  Guard  of  Missouri.  He  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  and  active  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Lura  Victoria  Reger,  still  living,  was  born  Sept.  15th,  1857.  She  married 
W.  H.  W.  DeWitt,  who  died  April  1st,  1927. 

The  youngest  child  of  Saul  Reger,  Mr.  O.  M.  Reger,  of  Sullivan  County, 
Missouri,  is  still  living.  He  was  born  Feb.  3rd,  1863.  He  has  spent  his  life  in 
Sullivan  County  and  as  a  younger  man  was  well  known  as  an  industrious,  pros¬ 
perous  farmer,  stock  raiser  and  feeder.  He  now  is  living  in  Milan,  Mo. 
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THE  UNION  FOREVER 


United  we  stand 
In  a  broad  free  land 
For  our  nation  is  manned 
With  men, 

Whose  hearts  are  brave; 
Who  would  die  to  save 
Our  flag  that  waves 
As  then. 


So  with  never  a  fear 
We  will  give  a  cheer, 

For  our  flag  so  dear 
And  true; 

For  one  nation  strong 
To  which  we  belong, 

For  the  red,  the  white,  and 
The  biue! 

Hanley 


Family  Record  of  Robert  M.  Reger 

Robert  M.  Reger,  born  July  6,  1S22;  died  Jan.  12,  H9i22ried.  J'U.ri'bA  SlirDer 
Jurita  Reger,  born  Jan.  14,  1824;  died  Sept.  4,  1904. 

Malissa  Reger,  born  Jan.  17,  1842;  died  April  13,  1869- 
John  W.  Reger,  born  Jan.  21,  1843. 

Mary  E.  Reger,  born  April  27,  1845;  died  Jan.  19,  1922. 

Saul  Reger,  born  Dec.  2,  1846. 

Susana  Reger,  born  April  21.  1848. 

Elizabeth  J.  Reger,  born  April  16,  1850. 

Emily  M.  Reger,  born  Jan.  18,  1852;  died  Dec.  1,  1910. 

Wm.  R.  Reger,  born  Feb.  3,  1854. 

Rosey  Reger,  born  Oct.  27,'  1856. 

Margaret  C.  Reger,  born  Jan.  23,  1859. 

Anthony  Reger,  born  Jan.  29,  1861. 

Robert  M.  Reger,  born  Feb.  4,  1864. 

Fannie  Reger,  born  Jan.  13,  1868. 
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Lorenzo  D.  Reger,  oldest  son  of 
Saul  Reger,  born  Dec.  12,  1820,  died 
Feb.  2,  1918,  was  a  local  minister  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
was  a  grand  Christian.  He  was 
very  firm  in  his  faith  and  was  about 
100  years  old  when  he  died.  He 
declared  he  had  no  pain  whatever 
in  his  last  sickness. 

married  Virginia  Hindell 


Robert  Al.  Reger,  the  second  son 
of  Saul  Reger,  born  July  6,  1822, 
died  Jan.  12,  1902,  was  a  very  small 
baby  when  born,  weighing  only  a 
few  ounces.  He  was  carried  on  a 
pillow  for  a  few  days  and  a  tea¬ 
cup  could  be  put  over  his  head. 
He  lived  to  be  a  large  man,  the 
father  of  13  children.  He  lived  and 
died  a  good  Christian  man  setting 
a  good  example  before  his  children. 
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Anthony  Reger,  son  of  Saul  Reger, 
born  Oct.  21,  1827,  died  April  24, 

1910,  met  a  serious  accident  when  a 
small  boy.  When  in  a  clearing  his 
feet  were  severely  burned  so  that  he 
was  a  cripple  for  life.  His  father 
gave  him  a  better  education  than 
the  other  members  of  the  family  and 
he  became  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  and  also  a  music  teacher.  He 
was  an  ardent  Methodist  his  entire 
life  and  was  very  hospitable  in  his 
home. 

••  ecuool-ieacher  oi’  Solon  Walker 
-  (1835-1913) 


Anthony  married  Sidney  'hind ell 

"  11  Arvilia  Walker 

iilrii ,  licdlola  (SUruer)  ii.  y 


(1851-1863) 

(1855-1306) 
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TO  MY  MOTHER 


(Mary  Larkin  Cook) 

My  mother  used  to  tell  me 
So  many  truths  of  life 
To  help  me  o’er  the  pitfalls 

And  guide  me  through  the  strife. 

And  many  times  I've  pondered 
O  er  what  she  had  to  say 
About  life’s  problems  many 
Which  pass  along  my  way. 

How  well  I  can  remember 
The  little  things  she  said 
And  now  and  then  a  little  word 
Would  filter  through  my  head, 

It  often  sets  me  thinking 

Of  where  she  gleaned  so  much 
To  guide  and  lift  and  help  us 
With  influential  touch. 

And  yet  I  often  wonder 

How  many  truths  were  lost 
And  what  she  tried  to  tender 
To  guide  us,  and  the  cost! 

And  though  we  gleaned  a  small  amount 
Of  crumbs  that  fell  about, 

The  many  were  forgotten 
I  haven't  any  doubt. 

With  patience  past  all  reason 
She  guided  us  each  day 
And  tried  to  solve  her  problems 
In  all  that  came  her  way, 

And  though  we  missed  some  vital  truths 
That  she  would  have  us  learn, 

There  are  others  which  we  garnered 
For  foundations  true  and  firm. 

Then  if  we  garner  through  the  years 
Some  nuggets  bright  of  gold 
To  fill  the  coffers  of  our  minds 
From  truths  our  mother  told. 

It  is  to  her  we  owe  it  all 
And  never  can  repay 
Our  debt  to  her  for  all  she  gave. 

Until  our  dying  day! 


